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HIGHLY HAZARDOUS
PESTICIDES AND
DOUBLE STANDARDS
IN THE PESTICIDE
TRADE
A healthy world for all. Protect humanity and the environment from pesticides. Promote alternatives.

Pesticides are biologically highly
active substances. Their purpose is
to inhibit the development of living
organisms – unwanted insects,
plants, moulds and other fungi – or
to kill them. This effect is intentional,

CALL FOR
ACTION

To p r e v e n t h i g h l y h a z a r d o u s p e s t i c i d e s t h a t
have long since been banned here from
continuing to endanger people and the
environment in other regions, we call for

but pesticides also harm so-called
non-target organisms such as bees,
amphibians, and even us humans.
Pesticides contaminate soils, air,
and water. In some regions of the
world, pesticide contamination has
become a human rights issue. Highly
hazardous pesticides (HHPs) are
particularly problematic.1

Legal regulations to ban
exports are overdue

Particularly affected:
the Global South

99 per cent of all fatal poisonings
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danger everywhere in the world.
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the developing world that are banned
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the environment.

besides others – lack of access to, or

In the view of many civil society orga-

impossibility of using, protective
clothing, lack of expertise on the part
of users, lack of access to clean water
and medical care, misuse of empty
pesticide canisters, improper disposal
of residual amounts of pesticides
and pesticide waste after use, and
improper storage of pesticides.
A new scientific study on unintentional pesticide poisonings found
that around 44% of all farmers and
farm workers worldwide are subject

nisations8 and renowned UN experts9,
these double standards in the pesticide trade need be abolished urgently.
In the EU, 183 highly hazardous pesticide active ingredients are currently
explicitly banned (as of November
2020)10. Other pesticide active ingredients are »not approved«, often
because they have lost their approval
for environmental or health reasons.
An example is clothianidin, which lost
its approval due to the risk it poses

In addition, according to WHO and
FAO, there are hundreds of thousands
of suicides by intentional ingestion of
pesticides.14 The availability of highly
hazardous pesticides plays an important
role in this. These figures are also an
expression of a generally high pesticide exposure of the rural population
in the global South, resulting in longterm health damages, which are
hardly recorded. Even under EU conditions – apart from personal suffering
– pesticides cause health costs of
more than a hundred billion euros
every year.15 The particular danger in
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environment, as described above.
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the export of HHPs to third countries

introduction of a corresponding
legally binding regulation also at
EU level, according to the proposals
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An expert opinion of the Scientific

Legislation to ban exports is possible
In France, beginning on 1 Janu-

Service of the Bundestag of 3 March
2020 comes to the conclusion that in
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exist for export restrictions similar to
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level and enforce regulations that prevent the export of banned pesticides.
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Calls for a legislative
solution are growing
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regulation to avoid double standards.
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Highly hazardous pesticides (HHPs)
Highly hazardous pesticides (HHPs) are defined by the Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) and the World Health Organization (WHO) as representing a particularly high acute or
chronic health or environmental hazard, or, under normal conditions of use, causing severe
or irreversible damage to health or the environment.2 Identification as HHPs is based on
internationally recognised classification systems, that of the WHO for acute toxicity and the
Globally Harmonized System (GHS)3 for chronic hazards such as carcinogenicity, mutagenicity (ability to damage genetic material), and ability to damage to fertility and/or unborn life.
So far, the FAO and WHO have not published a substance list based on their own definitions.
This gap was closed with the publication of the PAN HHP list by Pesticide Action Network
(PAN) International in 2009.4 The PAN HHP list, which is updated regularly, is based on the
FAO/WHO criteria. It takes into account the classifications of other recognised authorities and
contains supplementary environmental criteria for bee hazards and aquatic toxicity.
Institutions such as the FAO, WHO and the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals
Management (SAICM)5 have recognised the need for a gradual ban on HHPs, as only avoiding their use can ensure the safe protection of health and the environment.
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